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(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 


To: 

KOIKE, Akira 

No. 11 Mori Building 

6-4, Toranomon 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0001 

JAPON 




Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
16 August 1999 (16.08.99) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SK99PCT49 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03972 


The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international ap P .,cat,on as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

SONY CORPORATION (for all designated States except US) 

1NANAGA, Kiyofumi (for US) 
International filing date 23 July 1999 (23.07.99) 
Priority date(s) claimed : 23 July 1998 (23.07.98) 

COPV : 06 August 1999 (06.08.99) 
List of designated Offices : 

National :CN,KR,US 

^Th^llnt should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification *"* 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should .mmed.ately inform the Internationa. 
In addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 

["x"| time limits for entry into the national phase 

|~X] confirmation of precautionary designations 

| | requirements regarding priority documents 

A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 


The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer: /<?T^ 

Y. KUWXr^RA^^- ^, 

Telephone No. (41-22)338.83.38 
J 002789938 
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ANNEX TO 



PCT/IB/301 



■nal application No. 
' PCT/JP99/03972 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 

the applicable national laws. 

The time limit for performing these procedura. acts is 20 MONTHS from the ^^£«^*$fig£^ 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary ™ m "«^^™ r $^ n j£. Some designated (or 
priority date, provided that the election is made before «P'^ .n other Offices an 

elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 rnontns wow i [ p 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an add.t.onal fee, .s available. 

,n addition to these procedura. acts, the app.icant may also have to ^^^^^^^^^ 
certain Offices, tt is the applicant- s responsibly to ensure that the necessary f ^^^^^^^ int0 the national 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not .ssue reminders to applicants in connection 

phase. 

Olta. It* .policW. Um. tails .nd po»lbte oftim. °' »™~ WiSlTd.m.nd fo, inle™.*.™! 

the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 

This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule < ^> "l^^^ 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected ^^^^^^^^U^ni^ to Rule 4.9(c) 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary ^^^*^^^Xn9»rM as withdrawn 

REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 

For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier nationa.. regional or international -Potion .. ^ 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which . was filed < P™ r ^^. e ™ p rat ion of 16 months from 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to ^.^ r ^^^^l^S^ before that date of 
he priority date, provided that any such priority document may st.ll be : >ubmMe ' * * h w ^ to have been received 
international publication of the international application, in which case that documentw.il be considered 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may J^f^ f 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the P r, °J'^°°^ P a V ment 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving u 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

,f the priority document concerned is not submitted to the ^[-^ 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, . (any. pa ^ rf h nQ 

tim P e limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated ^^^^J^Sn^ZZh the priority 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opponu y 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 1 6-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 411) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
16 August 1999(16.08.99) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SK99PCT49 



International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03972 



To: 



KOIKE, Akira 

No. 11 Mori Building 

6-4, Toranomon 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0001 

JAPON 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



Imernational publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 



International filing date (day/month/year) 
23 July 1999 (23.07.99) 



Priority date (day/month/year) 
23 July 1998 (23.07.98) 



Applicant 



SONY CORPORATION et al 



,. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of -ceipt (except whe. the - = the 
International Bureau of the priority documents) re »■*•"» ^Se lSSf« "NR" Ke r ght-hand column, the priority 

^^^^ 

2. This updates and rep.aces any previousiy issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. . An asterisk) a P pearin g nextto a date of receipt, in the right-hand .column ? ^^«^^^ b J^ 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not m ^^^^^^^^^^ priority claim 

cTer^^^^ 

within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances, 
circumstances. 



Priority date Priority application No. 

23 July 1998 (23.07.98) 10/207354 



Country or regiona l Office 
or PCT r ^iying Office 

JP 



Date of receipt 
of priority document 

06 Augu 1999 (06.08.99) 




The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20. Switzerland 



y. kuwa^a;/^^^ 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 

NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



To: 



KOIKE, Akira 

No. 11 Mori Building 

6-4, Toranomon 2-chome 

Minato-ku 

Tokyo 105-0001 

JAPON 



Date of mailing (day /mo nth/year) 

03 February 2000 (03.02.00) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
SK99PCT49 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03972 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
23 July 1999 (23.07.99) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 
23 July 1998 (23.07.98) 


Applicant 

SONY CORPORATION el 


: al 



1 Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated as provided in , .,»*,.«,»»..-. 
W the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice. 

CN,KR,US 

of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated unicetsj. 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

None 

The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request Furthermore, those Offices do not require the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
03 February 2000 (03.02.00) under No. WO 00/05921 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

Examining Authority before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date. 
It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

w the annlirant wishes to Droceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 Perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase see the 
AnuexTFoTmPCV\B/3^ (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant s Guide. 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WIPO 


J. Zahra 




34, chemin des Colombettes 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/03972 



Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 1 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1. | | Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2. [x] Claims Nos.: 7 to 16 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

The matters defined by the claims are different from those described 
in the description and shown in the drawings, and the inventions of claims 
are remarkably unclear • Therefore , a meaningful international search cannot 
be carried out. 
. | ] Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 



1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 
searchable claims. 

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 
of any additional fee. 

3. Q^J As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. | | No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

[ [ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

C (Continuation). DO CUMENTS CONSiPE^p ro^, nv n 
Category* | o«a|ionof document, with indication, where 



International application No. " 
PCT/JP99/03972 



JP/ 3-115500, u Tmep w^^rr . 

28 November/ 199M2 8 iT V^" 1 " Ltd '>' 



appropriate, of the relevant passages 



) (Family- none) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP99/03972 



A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
Int. CI 6 H04R5/033 

According to International Patent Classification (IPQ or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

Int. CI 6 H04B10/00, H04L1/08, H04R1/10, 5/033, H04S1/00-7/00 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 
Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1926-1996 Toroku Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1994-1998 

Kokai Jitsuyo Shinan Koho 1971-1995 Jitsuyo Shinan Toroku Koho 1996-1998 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



X 



JP, 5-260024, A (Sony Corp.), 
8 October, 1993 (08. 10. 93), 

Column 6, line 25 to column 7, line 12 (Family: none) 

JP, 5-260024, A (Sony Corp.), 
8 October, 1993 (08. 10. 93), 

Column 6, line 25 to column 7> line 12 (Family: none) 

JP, 8-83100, A (Mitsubishi Electric Corp.), 
26 March, 1996 (26. 03. 96), 

Column 6, line 10 to column 7, line 47 (Family: none) 



2, 4, 6 



2, 4, 6 



JP, 5-260024, A (Sony Corp.), 
8 October, 1993 (08. 10. 93), 
Column 6, line 25 to column 7, line 12 

JP, 9-70094, A (Sony Corp.), 
11 March, 1997 (11. 03. 97), 
Column 8 , line 3 7 to column 20, line 2 1, 



(Family: none) 



(Family: none) 



fx] Farther documents are listed in the continuation of Bex C Q Se e patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: 
document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

earlier document but published on or after the international filing date 
document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is 
cited to establish the publication date of another citation or olhcr 
special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or olhcr 
means 

document published prior to the international filing date but later than 
the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the international filing date oi priority 

date and not in conflict with the application but cited to understand 

the principle or theory underlying the invention 
"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive step 

when the document is taken alone 
"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be 

considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 

combined with one or more other such documents, such combination 

being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
"&" document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 
5 October, 1999 (05. 10. 99) 


Date of mailing of the international search report 

19 October, 1999 (19. 10. 99) 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 
Japanese Patent Office 

Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
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